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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR ERICH VON MARBOD FROM PRINCE SULTAN 

THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRINCE SULTAN 
TO ERICH VON MARBOD TRANSLATED AND TRANSMITTED BY USMTM 
SUBSEQUENT TO VON MARBOD'S DEPARTURE: 

"GREETINGS: 

"I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS 
ADDITIONAL THINKING AND PLANS OF SAUDI ARABIA IN RELATION 
TO OUR COOPERATIVE VENTURE TO INTRODUCE THE F-15 AIRCRAFT 
INTO THE RSAF. WE WISH TO ADVISE YOU OF THINGS SO THAT, 

ON BOTH SIDES, THERE IS A FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTENTIONS 
AND DESIRES OF SAUDI ARABIA IN THIS IMPORTANT PROGRAM. 

"FIRST OF ALL, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT BOTH SIDES 
UNDERSTAND THE BASING SCHEME FOR THE AIRCRAFT WHICH HAS 
BEEN DECIDED UPON BY THE SAUDI SIDE. WE PLAN TO LOCATE THE 
MAIN OPERATING BASES FOR THE F-15 AT DHAHRAN, 

TAIF AND KHAMIS-MUSHAYT. 

"SECONDLY, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT BOTH SIDES 
UNDERSTAND THE SAUDI PLANS REGARDING THE 
MODERNIZATION OF OUR FIGHTER FORCES. WE INTEND, IN GENERAL 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1974 U.S. AIR FORCE SURVEY 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 JIDDA 05463 251154Z 

RECOMMENDATIONS, IN THE NEAR TERM, TO SUPPORT EFFECTIVELY 
A FORCE STRUCTURE CONSISTING OF F-5S ALREADY PURCHASED FROM 
THE U.S. AND TO MODERNIZE THE FORCE BY REPLACING OUR EXISTING 
LIGHTNING AIRCRAFT WITH THE 60 F-15S WHICH WILL BE PURCHASED 
FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

"FINALLY, THE SAUDI SIDE IS INTERESTED IN JOINT 
COOPERATION TO CONTINUE IMPROVING THE OVERALL 
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SECURITY PROGRAMS OF THE RSAF. WE, THEREFORE, REQUEST THAT 
THE U.S. ENTER WITH THE SAUDI SIDE ON A PROGRAM DESIGNED TO 
REVIEW AND ENHANCE THE RSAF SECURITY SYSTEMS BEFORE THE F-15 
IS DELIVERED TO THE RSAF. THE SECURITY PROGRAM WILL BE IN 
ADDITION TO PREVIOUS JOINT ARRANGEMENTS WHICH HAVE PROVIDED 
PROTECTION FOR U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT PREVIOUSLY SOLD TO SAUDI 
ARABIA. SULTAN BIN ABDUL AZIZ, MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND 
AVIATION AND INSPECTOR GENERAL." 

WEST 
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